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in all things give thanks 
 

 

Dearest Partner, 

It is the inclination of human nature to give thanks when things go well.  But, when they do not, the re-
verse becomes the case.  Reading the account of the Israelites during the exodus from Egypt to Canaan, 
one can clearly see these two tendencies. Although they had seen great miracles of deliverance, provision, 
protection, and guidance, they still grumbled each time they were faced with a “new” difficulty.  They 
made God angry by their attitude.  They even tested Him by asking,  “Is the Lord among us or not?”  
(Exodus 17:7) 

In the New Testament, Paul said, “These things happened to them as examples and were written down 
as warnings for us on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.” I Corinthians 10:11.   

It seems to us that we are in a kind of wilderness or in a state of limbo right now.  We cannot fix a defi-
nite date to return to Nigeria because of our incomplete team of ministry partners. We have not had a 
steady place to live for over a year.  Regarding our ministry assignment, we are like people in a parachute, 
uncertain of the exact landing spot as we and 
ministry leaders pray over and finalize various 
options.  We do know we will not  return to 
the South-East Region where we were for-
merly to minister.   

This state of limbo is emphasized as our vari-
ous friends, family, and acquaintances ask such 
questions as:  “Are you STILL here?”  “So, 
when are you really coming back to Nigeria?” 
(unspoken—”ARE you really coming?”)  

 We  searched our hearts in all these and asked, 
“Where is the thankful heart?  Are we not fal-
ling into the same kind of trap like the children 
of Israel?” 



Fulfilling the Great Commission in This Generation 

While we have struggled with some discouragement, lack of motivation, and dislike of our situa-
tion, we realize our struggles are far less severe than those of the Israelites.  We have been blessed 
in many ways as our time here has lingered. Wonderful friends with hearts for missions have pro-
vided housing.  We have shared in different churches.  We have made new friends who will be 
partnering with us in prayer and finances.  We have had the opportunity of going on teams minis-
tering to the inner cities in Newark, NJ and Bronx, NYC.  In addition, we are blessed to have our 
second baby on the way… expected around the middle of January.   

Dear partner, irrespective of your own seeming wilderness, please  join us in thanking God for 
ALL THINGS.  We were blessed by one pastor this summer who shared that for a believer, all 
things are either blessings or blessings in disguise!  Because HE is the Master, He knows how to 
put all the different pieces in our lives together to form something glorious.   

 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.” Rom 8:28 

“Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father 
for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Eph 19b-20 

“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thess 
5:18 

  The Ugwuokes 

UGWUOKE TRIVIA 

• Hope and Rawn have lived in 5 different homes since 
September, 2005 

• Hope is a fruit LOVER—dried, “smushed” (like a 
roll-up), fresh, cooked….. 

• Bernard’s favorite book of the Bible is Isaiah 

Highlights of  July and August 
♦ Visit to North Carolina:  spoke at Friedland Moravian 

Church and saw other supporters and family 

♦ Vacation with Pa Wayne’s (Rawn’s Dad) family 

♦ Celebrating Rawn’s birthday 

♦ Visit from “Gram” Vern (Rawn’s mom) 


